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Christmas Day, 2008
Preached:  December 25, 2008 at St. Mark’s, Citrus Heights, CA

John 1:1-14
In Jesus


◊ We See God,



◊ We Hear God,



◊ We are Born of God

There was a girl born in Alabama in 1880 who, when she was not yet two years old, suffered a terrible disease (probably scarlet fever or meningitis) that left her both blind and deaf. Without the senses of sight and hearing, she was completely unable to communicate. She lived in a world that she could neither see nor hear. And so she could not understand her world. She lived almost like an animal, bumping into things, hurting the people around her and herself every day. She would probably have lived her entire life in complete isolation from the world around her, if it were not for a special young woman who came into her life and opened up for her a world that used to be darkness and silence. The “Teacher,” as she came to know this special young woman, was able to come into the girl’s dark and silent world by using the sense of touch. She taught the girl that everything in the world has a name, by spelling the name of each object into the girl’s hand using sign language. She spent days and months making these signs for the girl without her ever grasping their meaning, until one day she experienced a breakthrough. The signs began to make sense. The girl was so excited that she wouldn’t let the Teacher rest the entire day. She led her around to every object in her house and yard. She had to learn the name of every object she could think of. Now she realized that the world had order and purpose. The girl’s name was Helen Keller. She became one of the most educated young women of the nineteenth century and, despite her limitations, one of the most knowledgeable people about our world.
In our Christmas Gospel, the Apostle John tells us about someone who came into our dark world and opened our eyes to see the very glory of God. He came into our silent world and spoke in a way that allowed us to understand the very thoughts of God Himself. He came into our world. But what He really did was bring us into His world. He made us aware of a spiritual world that we have access to, that makes our brief and sorrowful lives in this physical world seem like a drop in a bucket. John tells us today that in Jesus we see God, we hear God and, in Him, we are born of God.
John was probably the closest of any of the twelve disciples to Jesus. And in his writings there shines through a profound sense that in Jesus God came into the world. In the last verse of today’s Gospel, John says, “We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John was there on that day when Jesus was baptized and the voice of God spoke from heaven as the Holy Spirit dove came down and rested on Him:  “This is my Son whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.” John was there on the mountain when Jesus transfigured Himself, when His clothes became dazzling white and His face shone like the sun. John was there on the day that Jesus rose from the dead. He saw Him and touched Him. John was there on the day Jesus ascended into heaven. He was there watching until a cloud hid Him from their sight. John was always filled with a profound sense that he had seen and touched God. At the beginning of one of his other writings—the first of his three letters preserved in the Bible—he starts, “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.” 
Notice there too John emphasizes that in Jesus he not only saw God, but in Him he also heard God. John has a very intriguing way of referring to Jesus, the Son of God. In his writings he often refers to the second person of the Triune God as “the Word.” Why “the Word?” How could you call a person “the Word?” Did you catch how arresting it was at the beginning of the Gospel? “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.” John obviously started his Gospel in this way because he wanted it to be reminiscent of the beginning of the first book of the Bible, Genesis:  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” He wanted to connect the person he know and heard and touched to the God who created the world. 
In the second paragraph of today’s Gospel he says, “through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.” By what means did God create the world? Through His voice, right? Through words. He said, “Let there be light,” and suddenly there was light. What John is telling us is that the person he knew, the Son of God, the second person of the Triune God—He is the very Word that God spoke when He created the world. The Son is God’s way of communicating with the world. When God created the world, it was His Son who communicated His will to this place where His creation took place. And when His creation rebelled against Him—when they sinned—the Son was the one who again intervened between God and His creation. He is the one God sent. He is the one who revealed God’s will to man. 
In Jesus John heard God speak. In Jesus we all hear God speaking. In the words of the Gospel that we rise for each Sunday, Jesus communicates to us what God’s will is, He communicates to us what God’s way is of rescuing us from our sins and from death and hell. Jesus is the Word. But how sad it is that people don’t understand that Word when He speaks to us. John says, “The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.” Even though Jesus came in the flesh and revealed God’s plan of salvation so clearly to us, even though He carried out the plan and lived the perfect life for us and died in our place, there are still so many who don’t “get it.” They don’t hear Him. And they don’t see Him. John says in v. 10, “He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.” He was right here in flesh and blood, but they did not see Him.
That’s why, John says, He must enter into us and perform a miracle in us. He must create in us eyes of faith and ears of faith. Otherwise, though He stand in front of us, we will never see Him. And though He speak to us every Sunday in the Gospel readings, we will never hear Him. In order for Jesus ever to make sense to us, we must undergo something that John of all the disciples was fascinated with. It’s the miracle of being born again, being born of God. “Yet to . . . those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” You must be born of God in order to grasp who Jesus is. It is not a natural kind of birth. It’s not about being descended from somebody. It’s a remaking of the mind. It’s a fresh start. It’s the birth of a spiritual existence in the heart. John in his Gospel was especially intrigued with how this new start was not something that a person decides to do. American Christianity has almost completely gone down this wrong road that says it all depends on whether I accept Jesus as my Savior. My decision is what causes me to be born again, they say. Later in John’s Gospel (15:16) Jesus says, “You did not choose me, but I chose you.” 
Birth is not brought about by the baby who is being born. No one is born by his own decision. It is the actions of others that cause a baby to be born. And so also, in this starting point of spiritual life—of faith—it does not come into being by the effort of the believer. Someone else creates the faith in us to say, “I believe.” God is the one who gives birth. I was once instructing a man who was converting from the Baptist faith to Lutheranism. I was explaining to him how baptism is not just a profession of faith that a new believer makes at the beginning of his life of faith. It is a sacred act, I said, in which God does something, in which God creates or strengthens faith. I knew he grasped it when he said to me, “When I was born, I could not say to my parents, I want to be born. So how could I say to God, ‘I want to be born again?’” We are children of God—“children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” Unless we are born of God in this way, we will not see God in Jesus, we will not hear God in Jesus.
How interesting that on the day when we celebrate Jesus’ birth that He also reminds us of our birth. How interesting that the birth of God’s only begotten Son is linked in the Scriptures with our birth as God’s adopted sons and daughters. How else could we grasp this world that God has created us in? How else could we grasp what life’s meaning and purpose is? God loved you so much that He became one of you. He, the Creator, entered His own creation in the body of one of His creatures. He speaks to you in His Word. He appears to you in the Lord’s Supper—gives you a very part of the sacrifice He made for your sins. There He touches you, and fans into flame the fire of faith. May you see God this Christmas! May you hear Him! And may you live in the joy and knowledge that He has made you a child in His family!  Amen
